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Arthur Sul l ivan
1 8 4 2 - 1 9 0 0  

H i s  g r a d u a t i o n  p i e c e  w a s  a  s u i t e  o f  i n c i d e n t a l  m u s i c  t o  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  T h e  T e m p e s t ,
p e r f o r m e d  i n  L o n d o n  i n  1 8 6 2 .  S u l l i v a n  l a u n c h e d  h i s  c o m p o s i n g  c a r e e r  w i t h  a  s e r i e s
o f  s e r i o u s  w o r k s  a s  w e l l  a s  h y m n s ,  b a l l a d s  a n d  o t h e r  l i g h t  p i e c e s .  I n  1 8 7 1 ,  S u l l i v a n
b e g a n  h i s  f i r s t  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  W .  S .  G i l b e r t  i n  T h e s p i s .  T h e i r  c o n t i n u e d
c o l l a b o r a t i o n s  o f  H . M . S .  P i n a f o r e  i n  1 8 7 8 ,  T h e  P i r a t e s  o f  P e n z a n c e  i n  1 8 7 9 ,  a n d
P a t i e n c e  i n  1 8 8 1  f o r e v e r  l i n k e d  t h e  c o m p o s e r  a n d  t h e  l i b r e t t i s t  a s  a  t e a m  w h o s e
p o p u l a r  o p e r a s  w o u l d  b e  t h e i r  l a s t i n g  l e g a c y .   

S i r  A r t h u r  S e y m o u r  S u l l i v a n  s h o w e d  e a r l y
t a l e n t  i n  m u s i c ,  l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o  p l a y  m a n y
d i f f e r e n t  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  a n d  w r i t i n g  h i s  f i r s t
a n t h e m  a t  a g e  e i g h t .  A r t h u r  w a s  a d m i t t e d  t o
t h e  C h a p e l  R o y a l  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  1 1 ,  v e r y  l a t e
f o r  a  b o y  s o p r a n o  a t  t h e  t i m e .  T h e
c h o i r m a s t e r  e n c o u r a g e d  A r t h u r  i n  h i s
s t u d i e s  a n d  e v e n  a r r a n g e d  f o r  t h e
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  s o m e  o f  A r t h u r ’ s  e a r l i e s t
w o r k s .  I n  1 8 5 6 ,  A r t h u r  w a s  a w a r d e d  t h e
f i r s t  M e n d e l s s o h n  S c h o l a r s h i p  t o  t h e  R o y a l
A c a d e m y  o f  M u s i c . T h e  s c h o l a r s h i p  a l l o w e d
A r t h u r  t o  s t u d y  f o r  t w o  y e a r s  a t  t h e
A c a d e m y ,  a n d  a  t h i r d  y e a r  i n  G e r m a n y  a t
t h e  L e i p z i g  C o n s e r v a t o i r e .

S U L L I VA N  A L W AYS  C O N D U C T E D
O N  T H E  O P E N I N G  N I G H T  O F  H I S

O P E R AS .

S u l l i v a n ’ s  w o r k s  f r o m  t h i s  p e r i o d
a r e  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  m u s i c  u s e d  f o r  J a c k
a n d  t h e  B e a n s t a l k ,  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  t h e
s t o r y  b y  J o h n  D a v i e s .  D a v i e s
b o r r o w e d  s e v e r a l  o f  S u l l i v a n ’ s  m o s t
k n o w n  a r i a s  a n d  w r o t e  n e w  w o r d s  t o
f i t  t h e  s t o r y .

M E E T  T H E  C O M P O S E R



Mr .  Dav i e s  f i r s t  b egan  wr i t i ng  ope ra s  t o  en t e r t a i n  h i s  own  s i x  ch i l d r en .
H i s  ch i l d r en ’ s  work s  c omb ine  h i s  own  s e t t i ng s  o f  t r ad i t i ona l  c h i l d r en ’ s
f a i r y  t a l e s  w i t h  we l l  known  mus i c  f r om  some  o f  t h e  g r ea t  mas t e r s  o f
mus i c .  Through  h i s  s e r i e s  o f  Ope ra  Ta l e s ,  h e  ha s  p r ov i d ed  h i gh  qua l i t y
ch i l d r en ’ s  op e ra s  t o  o rgan i z a t i on s  a c r o s s  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  and  Canada .
Few  ch i l d r en ’ s  s t o r i e s  have  b e en  g i ven  f u l l  t r e a tmen t  a s  op e ra s .  Mr .
Dav i e s  ha s  r e sponded  t o  t h e  c a l l  f o r  s u ch  work s  t o  g i ve  young  aud i en c e s
qua l i t y  e xpe r i en c e s  i n  op e ra .  Ja ck  and  t h e  Beans t a l k  was  wr i t t en  i n
1993  a t  t h e  r e que s t  o f  t h e  Arkansa s  Ope ra  Thea t e r .  I t  was  i n t ended  f o r
a  sma l l  c a s t ,  m in ima l  s e t s ,  and  s imp l e  c o s t umes .

The  s t o ry  and  cha ra c t e r s  o f  Ja ck  and  t h e  Beans t a l k  have  t h e  r i gh t  b l end
o f  e xc i t emen t  and  wonde r  t ha t  a r e  j u s t  r i gh t  f o r  ch i l d r en ’ s  aud i en c e s .
H i s  l i b r e t t o ,  s e t  t o  t h e  a l r e ady  popu l a r  mus i c  o f  Eng l i s h  c ompose r  S i r
Ar thu r  Su l l i van ,  c r e a t e s  a  f un ,  f a s t  mov ing  t e l l i ng  o f  t h e  eve r  popu l a r
t a l e .

 W H AT  I S  A  
L I B R E T T I ST ?

John Davies

M E E T  T H E  L I B R E T T I ST
John  Dav i e s  ha s  had  a  c a r e e r  i n  op e ra
pe r f o rmance  w i t h  c ompan i e s  a l l  ove r  t h e
Un i t ed  S t a t e s .  He  ha s  sung  w i th  t h e
New York  Me t r opo l i t an  Ope ra ,  San
Franc i s c o  Ope ra ,  and  ope ra  c ompan i e s
i n  Bos t on ,  Ph i l ad e l ph i a ,  Sa l t  Lake  C i t y ,
A t l an t a ,  S t .  Lou i s ,  Kansa s  C i t y ,  Omaha ,
C in c i nna t i ,  Phoen i x ,  Nashv i l l e ,  and
Ancho rage .  He  ha s  a l s o  p e r f o rmed  i n
conc e r t  a s  a  b a s s - ba r i t one  s o l o i s t  w i t h
s eve ra l  Amer i c an  symphony  o r che s t r a s .

A  l i b re t t i st  i s  a  w r i te r  w h o  c re a te s  t h e  wo rd s ,  st o r y,  a n d  d i a l o g u e
fo r  m u s i c a l  wo r k s  l i ke  o p e ra s  &  m u s i c a l s .  T h e  te x t  t h ey  w r i te ,

c a l l e d  t h e  l i b re t t o,  s e r ve s  a s  t h e  s c r i p t  o r  b l u e p r i n t  t h a t
c o m p o s e rs  u s e  t o  s e t  m u s i c  t o .



M E E T  T H E  C H A R AC T E R S

J a c k  B .  N i m b l e :  A  c a p a b l e  y o u n g  m a n  g r o w i n g  u p  i n  a  p o o r
h o u s e h o l d  w i t h  h i s  m o t h e r.  J a c k  l o s t  h i s  f a t h e r  a t  a  v e r y

e a r l y  a g e .  J a c k  i s  t r u s t i n g ,  b u t  i s  n o t  a f r a i d  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n .

C l i c k  o n  J a c k  t o  l i s t e n  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s
i n t r o d u c e  t h e m s e l v e s !

M r s .  N i m b l e :  J a c k ’s  m o t h e r.  S h e  h a s  b e e n  r a i s i n g  h e r  s o n  a l o n e
s i n c e  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d .  M r s .  N i m b l e  h a s  v e r y  l i t t l e  t o

w o r k  w i t h ,  a n d  i s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  b e l o n g i n g s  s h e  c a n  s e l l .  S h e
i s  h o r r i f i e d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  J a c k  h a s  a c t u a l l y  t r a d e d  t h e  f a m i l y  c o w

f o r  f i v e  a l l e g e d l y  m a g i c a l  b e a n s .  L i s t e n  t o  “ N o w  J a c k ,  a m  I  t o
u n d e r s t a n d …”  f r o m  t h e  O p e r a  Ta l e s  w e b s i t e  a s  s h e  r e a c t s  t o  t h e

n e w s  a n d  J a c k  t r i e s  t o  e x p l a i n .

G i a n t ’s  W i f e :  S h e  d o e s  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  s h e  c a n  w i t h
t h e  G i a n t .  S h e  t r i e s  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  h i s  n e e d s  a n d

k e e p  o t h e r  p e o p l e  o u t  o f  h i s  w a y.  S h e  i s  v e r y  t i r e d
f r o m  t r y i n g  t o  k e e p  h i m  h a p p y.

T h e  G i a n t :  H e  i s  a  l a r g e  d i s h o n e s t  m a n ,  w h o  d o e s n ’ t  f u l l y
u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  h e  i s  s o  m e a n  t o  p e o p l e .  Ye a r s  b e f o r e ,  h e

s t o l e  a  v a l u a b l e  h e n  f r o m  J a c k ’s  f a t h e r.  T h e  h e n  l a y s  g o l d e n
e g g s ,  a n d  i s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  h i s  i n c o m e.  T h e  G i a n t  c a n n o t

r e s i s t  t h e  s m e l l  o f  a n  E n g l i s h  b o y.  L i s t e n  t o  “ C o m e  o u t ,  c o m e
o u t ,  w h e r e v e r  y o u  a r e…”  f r o m  t h e  O p e r a  Ta l e s  w e b s i t e ,  a s  t h e

G i a n t  s e a r c h e s  f o r  J a c k ,  i n  h o p e s  o f  a  t a s t y  s n a c k .

Tr o u b l e  M a n :  H e  i s  a  d u s t m a n ,  a  s t r a n g e r  w h o  a t  f i r s t  s e e m s  t o
c h e a t  J a c k  o u t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  c o w.  T h e  d r i e d  u p  o l d  b e a n s  h e

o f f e r s  f o r  t h e  c o w  d o  i n d e e d  t u r n  o u t  t o  b e  m a g i c a l .

O R C H E S T R A  M I A M I
Artistic Director, Elaine Rinaldi

www.orchestramiami.org
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ONCE UPON A TIME...ONCE UPON A TIME...
T H E R E  L I V E D  A  B O Y  N A M E D  J AC K  B  N I M B L E .  J AC K ’ S  M OT H E R

T E L L S  J AC K  T H AT  T H E Y  M UST  S E L L  T H E I R  C O W  TO  B U Y  F O O D.
S H E  AS K S  J AC K  TO  TA K E  T H E  C O W  TO  O L D  M A R K E T  ST R E E T  A N D
S E L L  H E R .  J AC K  I S  SA D  AT  T H E  T H O U G H T  O F  S E L L I N G  T H E  C O W,
K N O W I N G  T H AT  S H E  I N  T U R N  W I L L  B E C O M E  S O M E O N E ’ S  D I N N E R .

O N  T H E  W AY  TO  O L D  M A R K E T  ST R E E T  J AC K  M E E TS  A  T R O U B L E
M A N .  H E  I S  A  D UST M A N ,  A  ST R A N G E R ,  W H O  O F F E R S  TO  B U Y  T H E

C O W.  H E  O F F E R S  J AC K  F I V E  M A G I C  B E A N S  I N  E XC H A N G E .  J AC K
ACC E PTS  H I S  O F F E R  A N D  TA K E S  T H E  B E A N S  H O M E .

J AC K ’ S  M OT H E R  CA N N OT  B E L I E V E  T H AT  J AC K  H AS  B E E N  T R I C K E D.
N O W  T H E Y  W I L L  S U R E LY  STA RV E  TO  D E AT H  B E CAUS E  O F  H I S

ST U P I D I T Y !  S H E  T H R O W S  T H E  B E A N S  O U T  O F  T H E  W I N D O W,  A N D
T H E Y  B OT H  G O  TO  B E D  H U N G RY .

W H AT  I S  A  F A I RY  TA L E ?  H O W  I S  A  F A I RY  TA L E  
D I F F E R E N T  F R O M  “ R E A L  L I F E ? ”

http://www.operatales.com/jack-beanstalk.shtml


D U R I N G  T H E  E A R LY  M O R N I N G  H O U R S,  J AC K  A N D  H I S  M OT H E R
W A K E  TO  A  T H U N D E R I N G  S O U N D  A N D  A  S H A K I N G  O F  T H E

C OT TA G E .  A  H U G E
B E A N STA L K  H AS  G R O W N  U P  PAST  T H E  R O O F  O F  T H E

C OT TA G E  A N D  I N TO  T H E  S K Y .  J AC K ,  B E I N G  A N
A DV E N T U R O US  B O Y,  C L I M B S  T H E

B E A N STA L K .

AT  T H E  TO P  H E  F I N DS  A  L A R G E  H O US E  W H E R E  T H E R E  L I V E S  A
D I S H O N E ST  G I A N T  A N D  H I S  K I N D LY  W I F E .  T H E  G I A N T  I S N ’ T

TOTA L LY  H A P PY  W I T H  B E I N G  M E A N  A N D  D I S H O N E ST.  H E
W O N D E R S  W H Y  H E  I S  S O  D I S H O N E ST  A N D  L I K E S  T H E  TAST E

O F  B L O O D.  H I S  W I F E  I S  N OT  S U R E
H O W  TO  R E S P O N D  TO  H I S  W O N D E R I N G S .

W H I L E  T H E  G I A N T ’ S  W I F E  I S  A L O N E ,  J AC K  E N T E R S  A N D  AS K S
H E R  F O R  S O M E  F O O D.  S H E  G I V E S  H I M  S O M E T H I N G  TO  E AT.

H E A R I N G  H E R  H US B A N D  R E T U R N I N G ,  S H E  H AS  J AC K  H I D E  S O
T H AT  T H E  G I A N T  W I L L  N OT  B E  T E M PT E D  TO  E AT  H I M .  T H E

G I A N T  S M E L L S  J AC K ,  H O W E V E R ,  A N D  B E G I N S  S E A R C H I N G  F O R
H I M .  T H E  G I A N T ’ S  W I F E  T E L L S  H I M  H E  I S  M I STA K E N ,  A N D  H E L P S

K E E P  H I M  F R O M  F I N D I N G  J AC K .

C L I C K  H E R E  TO  P L AY  A  M I N I - G A M E !



O R C H E S T R A  M I A M I
Artistic Director, Elaine Rinaldi
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J AC K  D E C I D E S  TO  ST E A L  T H E  H E N  B AC K
F R O M  T H E  G I A N T.  T H E  G I A N T ’ S  W I F E  H E L P S

H I M .  AS  H E  I S  R U N N I N G  AW AY  W I T H  T H E  H E N ,
T H E  G I A N T  C H AS E S  A F T E R  H I M .  J AC K  M A K E S

I T  TO  T H E  B E A N STA L K  A N D  C L I M B S  D O W N .
S E E I N G  T H AT  T H E  G I A N T  I S  ST I L L  A F T E R  H I M ,
J AC K  C H O P S  T H E  B E A N STA L K  W I T H  A N  A X E .

T H E  B E A N STA L K  F A L L S,  T H E  G I A N T  W I T H  I T.  

T H E  G I A N T  L A N DS  O N  H I S  H E A D,  A N D  L O S E S
H I S  M E M O RY .  H E  F O R G E TS  H I S  N A M E ,  A N D

T H AT  H E  I S  S U P P O S E D  TO  B E  B A D.  H E
R E A L I Z E S  T H E  T R O U B L E  H E  H AS  CAUS E D  BY
ST E A L I N G  A N D  B E I N G  S O  M E A N .  T H E  G I A N T

D E C I D E S  TO  B E  G O O D,  A N D  TO  T R E AT
OT H E R S  AS  H E  W O U L D  L I K E  TO  B E  T R E AT E D.

T H E  G I A N T  I S  D E T E R M I N E D  TO  F I N D
W H O E V E R  I S  H I D I N G  I N  H I S  H O US E .

J AC K  D E C I D E S  TO  D I S G U I S E  H I M S E L F
AS  A  S P I R I T,  A N D  C O N F R O N TS  T H E
G I A N T.  T H E  G I A N T  I S  S H A K E N ,  A N D
T U R N S  TO  H I S  H E N  T H AT  L AYS  T H E

G O L D E N  E G G S  TO  CA L M  H I M .  H E
TA L K S  O F  H O W  H E  STO L E  T H E  H E N
F R O M  J AC K ’ S  F AT H E R  Y E A R S  A G O .



START!

CAN YOU HELP JACK
CLIMB TO THE TOP OF

THE BEANSTALK?



W h a t  d o e s  O p e r a  m e a n ?  
“ O p e r a ”  m e a n s  “ w o r k s ”  i n  t h e  L a t i n

l a n g u a g e.  To d a y  w e  u s e  t h e  w o r d  “o p e r a ”  t o
d e s c r i b e  o n e  l a r g e  w o r k  o f  p e r f o r m i n g  a r t

t h a t  c o m b i n e s  m a n y  k i n d s  o f  p e r f o r m a n c e s .
I n  o p e r a  t h e r e  i s  a  s y m p h o n y  o r c h e s t r a ,  a

d r a m a t i c  p l a y  o r  c o m e d y,  s i n g i n g  a n d  a c t i n g ,
s c e n e r y,  c o s t u m e s ,  s p e c i a l  l i g h t i n g  a n d

s o m e t i m e s  d a n c i n g .

H o w  i s  t h e  O p e r a t i c  
v o i c e  d i f f e r e n t ?

S i n g e r s  u s e  v i b r a t o  t o  h o l d  n o t e s  f o r  a  l o n g
t i m e  w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  a  b r e a t h .  P r o p e r

b r e a t h i n g  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  t h e  a i r  i n
t h e  l u n g s  m u s t  b e  l e t  o u t  v e r y  s l o w l y  i n  a

c o n t r o l l e d  w a y.  O p e r a  s i n g e r s  m u s t  b e  a b l e  t o
s i n g  v e r y  h i g h  a n d  v e r y  l o w,  i n  a  w i d e  r a n g e

a n d  s i n g  f a s t  r u n s  ,  w h i c h  a r e  m a n y  n o t e s  i n  a
r o w,  s u n g  v e r y  r a p i d l y.  T h e y  d o  n o t  u s e

m i c r o p h o n e s  o r  a m p l i f i e r s  t o  p r o j e c t  t h e i r
v o i c e s .  A l l  t h e  p o w e r  i n  t h e i r  v o i c e s  m u s t

c o m e  f r o m  i n s i d e  t h e i r  b o d i e s .  I t  t a k e s  y e a r s
o f  s t u d y  a n d  b r e a t h  c o n t r o l  t o  l e a r n  h o w  t o

d o  t h i s .  



Q U E S T I O N S  TO
T H I N K  A B O U T ! !

WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
AN OPERA AND A PLAY;  

A  CONCERT AND A MUS IC VIDEO;  
WATCHING A LIVE PERFOR MANCE AND

WATCHING A
PERFOR MANCE ON TELEVIS ION?

WOULD YOU HAVE TAKEN THE “MAGIC BEANS”
FOR THE COW? WHY OR WHY NOT?

WHO WAS YOUR FAVORITE CHARACTER?
WHAT WAS YOUR FAVORITE SCENE?  

S H A R E  W I T H  @ O R C H M I A M I
O N  I N STAG R A M

https://www.instagram.com/orchmiami/?hl=en


O R C H E S T R A
M I A M I

S O P R A N O
B A S S

B A R I TO N E
G O L D E N

JA C K
M OT H E R

G I A N T
B E A N S TA L K

M A G I C
B E A N S

O P E R A
D U S T M A N

C O W S
H E N

N I M B L E  

W O R D  S E A R C H



P R I NT  &  C O L O R !



P R I NT  &  C O L O R !



M R S .  N I M B L E  ( J AC K ’ S  M O M )  
R AV E N N A  M A E R

J AC K  B .  N I M B L E :  J O S U E  B R I Z U E L A

T H E  CAST  
N A R R ATO R / T R O U B L E D  M A N :

C H R I STO P H E R  D R E E S O N

T H E  G I A N T:  J O H A N  H A RT M A N

T H E  G I A N T ’ S  W I F E :  I SA B E L  B R E A K E Y

STA G E  D I R E C TO R :  R I C K Y  J .  M A RT I N E Z



Connect with us online:
Instagram @OrchMiami

www.orchestramiami.org

We hope to see you back at one of our upcoming concerts!

THANK YOU FOR SPENDING YOUR 
AFTERNOON WITH

ORCHESTRA MIAMI

O R C H E S T R A  M I A M I
Artistic Director, Elaine Rinaldi

Program Notes by our Director of Education & Outreach, Michelle Sanchez

F R E E  J U I C E  A N D  
C O O K I E S  

A F T E R  T H E  S H O W !

https://www.instagram.com/orchmiami/?hl=en
https://www.orchestramiami.org/
https://www.orchestramiami.org/
https://www.instagram.com/orchmiami/?hl=en


Elaine Rinaldi
Elaine Rinaldi, Founder and Artistic

Director of Orchestra Miami, is a
Miami native who has chosen to
return home and reinvest in her

community. 
Under her artistic supervision,

Orchestra Miami has performed high
quality classical music concerts to

literally thousands of people
through its annual “Beethoven on
the Beach” Free Outdoor Concerts
and introduced over 33,000 school
children to classical music through
its collaborations with the Miami-

Dade County Public Schools and the
Family Fun Concert series at

Pinecrest Gardens. 
Her “Discover Miami Through Music” series has encouraged scores of

Miamians to learn more about their city through music. In addition to her
work in Miami, Ms. Rinaldi is one of the nation’s top vocal coaches, focused

on training the next generation of opera singers, and is a frequent guest
conductor at opera companies and summer music festivals. She loves

animals of all kinds, and encourages you to consider adopting a cat or dog
from one of our local shelters or rescue groups.

Meet our Conductor



Orchestra Miami exists to build community and to educate through music
by bringing high quality symphonic music at affordable prices to all the

diverse communities in South Florida.

Founded in 2006 by Artistic Director Elaine Rinaldi, 
Orchestra Miami exists to fill the unique cultural needs of our community. Our main
goal is to provide low-cost, high-quality artistic experiences that build community and
provide programming which would otherwise be unavailable in South Florida. Equally
important goals are to provide children and their families with opportunities to
experience classical music, make it a part of their lives, and use it as a tool for learning
and enjoyment.

Over the course of its 19 year history, Orchestra Miami has performed everywhere
from the Adrienne Arsht Center to art galleries to public parks. Our signature
programs include the annual Beethoven on the Beach free outdoor concerts
performed in Miami Beach, Pinecrest and Sunny Isles Beach, the Discover Miami
Through Music series performed at landmarks across Miami-Dade County, and the
Family Fun Concert Series at Pinecrest Gardens. Orchestra Miami consists of a select
group of professional musicians, all permanent residents of South Florida, whose
collective body is unparalleled in terms of musical excellence and experience. Our
many collaborations with the Miami-Dade County Public Schools have introduced
over 35,000 school-aged kids to classical music for free.

Led by Founder and Artistic Director Elaine Rinaldi, Orchestra Miami continues to
exceed expectations in terms of programming and artistic quality.

About Orchestra Miami


